


SPS believes that 
successful schools focus 
on educating the whole 
child to support all 
aspects of a student’s 
well-being, development, 
and learning. In this way, 
students are best 
prepared with the tools 
and skills that will help 
them achieve college 
and career readiness.



Foster Academic Behaviors

Create an Environment of Learning

Provide Academic Press

Promote a Culture of Success

Parts of Whole Child Focus



Basic Needs

Social Emotional

Academic Growth

Parts of Whole Child Focus



SPS staff

Student’s family 

Community

Parts of Whole Child Focus



• Breakfast & lunch services 
• Health services provided 

by school nurses
• Vision & hearing testing
• Food pantries & backpacks 

supported by Second 
Harvest

• Clothing closets
• School supplies
• Homeless support services
• Immunization & flu shot 

clinics

• Referrals to community 
services for family and 
housing needs

• Interpreter services
• ADA accommodations
• Public transportation passes
• Access to extra-curricular 

activities
• Home hospital services
• Fitness and health and 

programming

SPS attends to the 
basic needs of 
students through a 
variety of supports 
and services:

Aspects of Whole Child

BASIC NEEDS

examples include



• Counselors in every school

• Mental health therapists
• Positive Behavior Intervention 

and Supports (PBIS)
• Restorative Practices

• Social Emotional Learning 
(SEL) curriculum

• After-school activities & clubs

• Purposeful play and recess
• Human Growth and 

Development (HGD) 

Curriculum

• Foster care supports

• Social media awareness
• Mentoring programs
• Culturally responsive staff 

training

• School-based social services 
support staff

• Trauma-informed practices 

staff training
• Parenting forums

SPS attends to the 
social emotional 
needs of students 
through a variety 
of supports and 
services:

SOCIAL EMOTIONAL

Aspects of Whole Child

examples include



• Rigorous curriculum aligned to 

Wash. State learning standards
• Literacy & math interventions

• High school credit recovery options

• Student laptops in every classroom

• CTE career pathways

• Visual & Performing Arts programs
• Dual Credit Options (AP, Running 

Start, CTE, CHS)

• English language development 

services

• Special education programming
• STEM pathways (engineering, 

computer science, biomedical)

• Highly capable services

• World language programs and 
biliteracy certification

• Career internships, apprenticeships, 

and industry certifications

• Option programs and schools

• Virtual learning options
• Staff training on best instructional 

strategies

• PSAT and SAT exams for all students

• Summer camps for academic, 

activities, and athletics
• College and career planning 

resources

SPS attends to the 
academic growth 
of students through 
a variety of supports 
and services:

ACADEMIC GROWTH

Aspects of Whole Child

examples include



Students need 
varying levels of 
support to find 
success. 

Whole Child Support System

SPS uses a Multi-Tiered 
System of Supports 
(MTSS) to address the 
Whole Child and 
connect students to 
interventions based on 
individual need; 
interventions are 
identified within 3 tiers 
of support related to 
life behavior skills, 
literacy, and math.

Identify the 
tier that 
supports 
students
BEST.

All students are taught 
school-wide 
expectations & core 
academic instruction.

Students not meeting 
benchmarks, or are not 
responding to universal 
supports, receive 
interventions beyond 
core curriculum.

A small percentage of 
students require more 
intense instruction or 
support beyond 
interventions in Tier 2 
because they have not 
shown progress.



Each school is 
equipped with 
2 teams to 
support all 
students in 
their academic 
& behavioral 
development.

Whole Child Support System



Once a student is assigned to the school’s 
Intervention Team, their progress is followed with 
a process that outlines interventions, academic 
performance, attendance, and behavior.

Whole Child Support System
School Intervention Team Process

Identify students 
needing support 

using data and input 
from teachers and 

families.

1

Connect students
to interventions that 

best meet their needs.

2

Monitor student 
progress using the 

district early warning 
and monitoring system.

3

Measure. Is it working? 
Whole Child Focus is 
measured using key 

performance indicators on 
a school-wide level for 

elementary, middle, and 
high school levels.

4



Frameworks for behavioral and academic areas are used at every 
school level, outlining levels of need, available resources, programs, 
interventions, strategies, and progress monitoring data points.

Whole Child Support System
MTSS Frameworks

Behavioral
Frameworks

Academic
Frameworks



Whole Child Support System
MTSS Behavioral Frameworks



Whole Child Support System
MTSS Academic Frameworks: Elementary



Whole Child Support System
MTSS Academic Frameworks: Middle School



Whole Child Support System
MTSS Academic Frameworks: High School




